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The Scottish Parliament is in recess until October 22 2006

Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org, 

and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Stewart Hosie [92539]: What recent discussions [The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Scotland] has had with the Home Office about immigration into Scotland.

Reply from David Cairns: My right hon. Friend and I have regular discussions with Home Office colleagues about a range of issues as they affect Scotland.

Stewart Hosie: I thank the Minister for that answer, but he will be aware that the population of Scotland has now risen for three consecutive years, that the population of Glasgow has risen for two years and that last year the population of Dundee rose for the first time in a generation. Will he and the Secretary of State make representations to the Home Secretary that, no matter what he does in managed migration from the new EU-accession states, he should do nothing that will jeopardise the fragile recovery of Scotland’s population?

Reply from David Cairns: The hon. Gentleman mentions the increase in Scotland’s population as though the figures fell out of a clear blue sky without any effort by the Government and the Scottish Executive to bring them about. He should pay tribute to the First Minister for the fresh talent initiative that has helped to attract some of the brightest and best young people to come to study in Scotland and to stay in Scotland. The strength of the Scottish economy, which is benefiting from the strength of the United Kingdom economy, makes Scotland a very attractive place. 
For continuation of question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061010/debtext/61010-0001.htm#061010136000017 


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL6833]: How many unsuccessful asylum applicants left the United Kingdom (a) voluntarily, and (b) under compulsion in each year from 2002 to 2005.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: The accompanying table shows the number of asylum applicants who were removed from the UK in each year from 2002 to 2005, broken down by type of removal. It is not possible to say at what stage in the asylum process people are, at the time of their removal. Published statistics on immigration and asylum issues are available on the Home Office's research development and statistics website at l.
Principal asylum applicants removed from the United Kingdom, from 2002 to 2005(1)
Year

2002

2003

2004

2005(2)(P)
Total principal asylum applicants(3)
10,740

13,005

12,585

13,670

of whom:

left under assisted voluntary return programmes(4)
895

1,755

2,300

2,905

were enforced removals(5)(6)
9,845

11,250

10,285

10,760

(1) Figures rounded to the nearest five, and may not sum due to rounding.

(2) Removals in 2005 include those who it is established have left the UK without informing the immigration authorities.

(3) Persons who had sought asylum at some stage, excluding dependants.

(4) Persons leaving under assisted voluntary return programmes run by the International Organisation for Migration. May include some on-entry cases and some cases where enforcement action has been initiated.

(5) Includes persons departing “voluntarily” after enforcement action had been initiated against them.

(6) Excludes assisted voluntary returns.

(P) Provisional figures.


http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61009w0002.htm#0610054000016 



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL7062]: Whether an application for British nationality may be made only on the prescribed application form; and, if not, what are the minimum requirements to constitute a valid application for British nationality.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Forms for applying for British nationality are not prescribed in law. We may treat as a valid application any request for British nationality which contains at least the basic information necessary to enable the Home Secretary either to naturalise or to register the applicant or to tell whether the applicant may already be a British national. In practical terms, this means we should treat as an application any form or request sent to us which, together with accompanying documents, appears to contain the applicant's full name, address, date and place of birth (unless on inquiry this cannot be supplied), and a declaration stating that the contents are true. Using application forms has the benefit of ensuring that current guidance is available to applicants through the accompanying guides, and that the applicant has supplied relevant information and made correct declarations.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61009w0002.htm#0610054000024 
Lynne Featherstone (91796): To ask the Minister of State, Department for Constitutional Affairs, pursuant to the Answer from the Minister for Nationality, Citizenship and Immigration of 4th September 2006, Official Report, column 1742, what the average cost is of processing an asylum application appeal.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm 
Andrew Pelling (91629): To ask the Minister of State, Department for Constitutional Affairs, what the average cost to public funds was of an Asylum and Immigration Tribunal appeal in the most recent period for which figures are available.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm 

David Davis (90524): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, pursuant to his Oral Statement of 25th July 2006, on the Immigration Service, Official Report, columns 735-752, how many failed asylum seekers he expects his Department to deport in each of the next five years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm
Lynne Featherstone (92482): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many initial decisions in asylum applications to the Immigration and Nationality Directorate were overturned in each of the last five years. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm



	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Justine Greening (91979): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people refused asylum in each of the last five years were subsequently granted exceptional leave to remain; and how many were granted (a) one year's exceptional leave, (b) two years' exceptional leave, (c) three years' exceptional leave, (d) four years' exceptional leave and (e) five or more years' exceptional leave.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm
Andrew Slaughter (90050): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many asylum applications were received in 2005-06; how many were (a) granted and (b) refused; and how many are pending.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm 
Andrew Slaughter (90051): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the average waiting time was between receipt of an indefinite leave to remain application and its determination in the last period for which figures are available.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm 
Andrew Slaughter (90052): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many applications for indefinite leave to remain were received in 2005-06; and how many were (a) granted and (b) refused.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm 
Andrew Slaughter (90090): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the average length of stay is at an immigration detention centre.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm 
Andrew Slaughter (90092): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the average waiting time is between receipt of a asylum application and its determination.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm 
Andrew Slaughter (90210): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many children are being held in immigration detention centres.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm 
Kate Hoey (92173): To ask the Secretary of State for Health, what immigration statuses are (a) sufficient and (b) insufficient to enable applicants to take NHS-funded access to nursing courses.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm
Edward Vaizey (92713):To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, what estimate he has made of the cost to local authorities of caring for unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people in each of the last three years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61010w01.htm 




	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Edward Vaizey (92714):To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, what his Department's policy is on the education of unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people; and if he will make a statement

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61010w01.htm 

Tom Levitt (92759):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what (a) number and (b) percentage of asylum seekers received permission to stay in the UK (a) upon first application and (b) on appeal in the latest year for which figures are available.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61010w01.htm 

Edward Vaizey (92716):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the nationality is of babies born in the UK to unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61010w01.htm
Edward Vaizey (92717):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps his Department is taking to speed up removal of unaccompanied asylum-seeking young people who have been refused asylum.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61010w01.htm
Press Releases 
Combating illegal immigration at centre of ID card plans 

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/combatingillegalimmigrationat 
New publications
Report on women’s immigration: the role and place of immigrant women in the European Union

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/omk/sipade3?PUBREF=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A6-2006-0307+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&L=EN&LEVEL=2&NAV=S&LSTDOC=Y&LSTDOC=N 

CRE submission to the Joint Committee on Human Rights Inquiry into the Treatment of Asylum Seekers

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/jhcr_asylumseeker_response.pdf 

Scottish Refugee Council evidence to the Joint Committee on Human Rights into the Treatment of Asylum Seekers

http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/pub/Human_Rights_Inquiry 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
News
Fast-track asylum system coming to Scotland   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/71706.html
Fewer than one in 10 in foreign prisoner scandal deported   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/71775.html
Refugee’s treatment ‘revolts’ judge   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/71886.html
It's just the job   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=it%2Ds-just-the-job-%26method=full%26objectid=17916071%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Catholic church recruits Polish priests to work in Scotland   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2404775,00.html
Citizenship test stumps one in three migrants   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/10/15/nimmi15.xml
The Asian bride who died a lonely death in Britain    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/world/story/0,,1922871,00.html
TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Maginnis of Drumglass asked Her Majesty's Government [HL7372]: What steps they are taking to protect the right of Christians to celebrate traditional festivals in the United Kingdom.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: The Government made clear during passage of the Equality Act 2006 that they recognise the central historical and cultural significance of Christianity in our country's story and values the contribution Christian groups play in all aspects of national life. The Government have also given the undertaking, under the European Convention on Human Rights, to: “guarantee freedom of thought, conscience and religion and their manifestation in worship, teaching, practice and observation”.

This undertaking itself reflects the longstanding UK tradition of freedom of religion, and those who choose to follow their own religious or cultural traditions must be free to do so as long as they remain within the law.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61010w0001.htm#061010143000006 


	Race Relations

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Anne Moffat (92615): To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, what recent meetings she has had with faith group leaders to discuss community cohesion.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm 

Sarah Teather (91748): To ask the Secretary of State for Education and Skills, whether his Department records the religious denominations of (a) teachers and staff and (b) pupils in (i) faith and (ii) non-faith schools.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm
Ministerial Speech

Britain: our values, our responsibilities (speech by Ruth Kelly to Muslim organisations on working together to tackle extremism)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1503690 

News
Straw fundamentally wrong over veil, insists Chisholm   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/71678.html
It’s a new and dangerous game    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/71557.html
Prescott fears row over veils may lead to prejudice   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1492122006
Debate on wearing of the veil   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=15629536&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693
Why the veil is a feminist issue   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/71735.html
Brown supports Straw over veils 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6036377.stm 

Minister backs university ban on Muslim veils   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1507672006
Straw backed by race chief

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,173-2400150,00.html 


	Race Relations

News (continued)

A veiled threat to freedom   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=a-veiled-threat-to-freedom-%26method=full%26objectid=17923255%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Woman suspended for her veil as Straw faces constituents   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1521732006
Minister says veil row teacher should be sacked   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1525072006
Minister 'reckless' over veil row 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6053298.stm 

Teacher denies refusing to remove Muslim veil   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1526292006
There's rubble in store for any travellers returning to this site   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1495342006
Study paints bleak picture of ethnic diversity

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/c4ac4a74-570f-11db-9110-0000779e2340.html 

Amis condemns Muslim extremists as 'miserable bastards'

http://enjoyment.independent.co.uk/books/news/article1822165.ece 

Muslims not trying to fit with society, says Amis

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,170-2395302,00.html 

Majority show their support

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,173-2400152,00.html 

Muslims under attack, says peer     

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6052394.stm
Pope 'sorry' accepted   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=pope-sorry-accepted-%26method=full%26objectid=17929950%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
New faith schools 'face shake-up'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6052412.stm



	Race Relations

News (continued)

New faith schools must take outsiders   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2404563,00.html
BA sends home worker for wearing crucifix  

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1523632006
BA faces crucifix backlash    

http://www.sundayherald.com/58550
BA worker to sue over crucifix row   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1528462006
BA faces legal action over worker's crucifix ban    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1922900,00.html
Crossing the Line?   

http://www.sundayherald.com/58548
Ministers 'are Islamophobic'   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2404478,00.html
Muslims are the new Jews   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2404281,00.html
Tories accuse Muslims of 'creating apartheid by shutting themselves off'   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/10/15/nveil15.xml
Do Muslims really want apartheid here?    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/main.jhtml?xml=/opinion/2006/10/15/do1509.xml&sSheet=/opinion/2006/10/15/ixopinion.html
Muslims face 'voluntary apartheid', warns Davis    

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/politics/article1873856.ece
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Maginnis of Drumglass asked Her Majesty's Government [HL7367]: Whether the InnerChange initiative to rehabilitate prisoners in H M Prison Dartmoor was banned on the basis that it might offend minority religious groups and homosexuals; 

How many prisoners participated in the InnerChange initiative at H M Prison Dartmoor; and what has been the impact on their behaviour; [HL7368]
Whether the InnerChange programme at H M Prison Dartmoor failed a Prison Service quality assurance process; if so, on what grounds; what are the principles underlying this process; and what would the programme have to contain to meet the required standards.[HL7370]
Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: The InnerChange programme was introduced as a pilot only. Under Prison Service Order 4350 (Effective Regimes Interventions), the Prison Service is required to review all programmes to ensure that they are of the appropriate quality and effectiveness and offer value for money. A multidisciplinary panel, which included the National Offender Management Service Chaplaincy, reviewed the programme and identified a range of concerns. The most significant were the poor quality of the manuals, which did not demonstrate a structured and coherent programme, a lack of consistency and clarity about the primary aims of the programme, a lack of understanding and appropriate sensitivity to the diversity agenda of the Prison Service, and an absence of protocols for the management of the mentor system, making it unsafe. The area manager considered the recommendation from the panel and decided to discontinue the programme. Forty-two prisoners have undertaken the course. No formal evaluation on the impact on behaviour has been possible given the small numbers involved.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61009w0012.htm#0610054000145 
Baroness Greengross asked Her Majesty's Government [HL7191]: What is the budget for setting up the Commission for Equality and Human Rights.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: The total budget for setting up the Commission for Equality and Human Rights is £24.1 million, spread over four financial years from 2005 to 2009. The budget for 2005-06 is £0.8 million; 2006-07 is £7.1 million; 2007-08 is £11.4 million; and 2008-09 is £4.8 million.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61011w0001.htm#06101176000005 
Rob Wilson (92097): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many objections were received by his Department to the Christian Inner Change programme offered to prisoners at Dartmoor Prison; and how many of these objections were from prisoners (a) of other faiths and (b) defining themselves as homosexual.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmordbk1/61009w01.htm


	Race Equality (continued)
News
Race quotas 'needed to end divide in schools'
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,173-2400125,00.html 

A school reflects its community so quotas cannot work, say heads

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,173-2400017,00.html 

The focus is moving away from class divide

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,173-2400157,00.html 
TOP



	Racism
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Dykes asked Her Majesty's Government [HL7409]: Whether they will introduce further practical measures to reduce the incidence of racism in Britain.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: Activity to combat racism takes a number of forms, including actions against discrimination and racist crime, and positive efforts to improve community cohesion.

The Discrimination Law Review, which is currently under way, will address long-held concerns about inconsistencies in the current anti-discrimination legislative framework, including the Race Relations Act 1976 which deals with discrimination on grounds of race. It is also considering opportunities for creating a clearer and more streamlined legislative framework having due regard to better regulation principles, which will be more “user friendly” for employers and employees, as well as the providers and consumers of services. We will also consider the report of Trevor Phillips’s Equalities Review, which is examining the underlying causes of inequality, which we expect to be published early next year.

In addition to tackling racial discrimination, the Government are also funding a number of projects that are working with people from different communities to overcome racist attitudes and violence.

As we outline in our first annual progress report on our race equality and community cohesion strategy Improving Opportunity, Strengthening Society, we are also working to ensure that hate crime (whether race, faith or homophobic) is tackled more effectively. We are improving the local response to hate crime; increasing victims’ confidence in the criminal justice system; increasing the proportion of those crimes that are brought to justice; and improving the evidence-base on hate crime so that action can be taken against perpetrators.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61011w0002.htm#06101176000014 


	Racism

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Michael Fabricant [92859]: What assessment he has made of the number of racist incidents among students in higher education; and if he will make a statement.

Reply from Bill Rammell: We do not make this assessment centrally. We have, however, established robust legal protection against racism and as a result individual universities should have clearly identified procedures in place for dealing with racist incidents. The Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 places a general duty on university governing bodies to promote race equality in their institutions.

Michael Fabricant: The Minister has, I know, read the report of the all-party parliamentary inquiry into anti-Semitism, which talks about systematic racism going on in universities. It refers to a brick being thrown through the window of a Jewish student and a poster bearing the words “Slaughter the Jews” pasted on a Jewish student’s front door. This is being done by some extreme Islamic groups. The report’s main conclusion is that the response of vice-chancellors is at best patchy. What can the Government do to try to ensure that there is a consistent approach to combating anti-Semitism and all racism in all of our universities?

Reply from Bill Rammell: I am aware of the report; I gave evidence to the inquiry. I know that the hon. Gentleman has taken a great interest in these issues. I urge all vice-chancellors to take anti-Semitism and all forms of racism very seriously. The Government have placed strong legal obligations on all public bodies to tackle racism. The work that the equality challenge unit is doing with universities is the best way to spread good practice and tackle the issue.

David Lepper: I welcome my hon. Friend’s comments. Does he agree, however, that one of the issues, as I have learned from speaking to students, is a reluctance on the part of some students to report incidents in the first place because they are not convinced that they will be dealt with properly by university authorities?

Reply from Bill Rammell: I certainly hope that my hon. Friend’s concerns are misplaced. We have to create a climate of confidence, and the report by the all-party inquiry makes an important contribution. It is important that the Government take the lead and make it clear that we expect universities to take these issues very seriously.

Mr. Charles Walker: Will the Minister and the House join me in condemning the BNP in Broxbourne who target young people with their racist lies and filth? Will the House also join me in congratulating the young people in my constituency on turning their back on that nonsense and ensuring that we have happy, settled schools in Broxbourne?

Reply from Bill Rammell: I wholly agree with the hon. Gentleman. His constituency borders mine. Members of all political parties must challenge the filth and hatred promoted by the BNP. We need to rebut its lies, smears and innuendo, and we need to work at that together. I congratulate the young people who have ignored what the BNP is putting forward.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmhansrd/cm061012/debtext/61012-0001.htm#06101241000019 



	Racism (continued)
Other news
Rock Against Racism (RoAR)

RoAR is about raising awareness of the issues surrounding racism in Scotland and encouraging people to speak out against discrimination and celebrate our many cultures to the soundtrack of the best in live music. RoAR is looking for unsigned acts to get involved at each of their four gigs to share a stage with some of the biggest names in music. For information see http://www.rockagainstracism.info/ 
News
Pupils in booklet bid to end racism   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5058055.html
Jade's poem against racism scoops prestige art award   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5058067.html
Education scheme supports tolerance   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=15648662&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Pursuit by black woman judge brought racist lout to justice

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,173-2399933,00.html
Davis warns Muslims against creating 'apartheid'   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1528032006
Muslim leader assaulted at mosque    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6051180.stm
Imam attacked in Glasgow mosque   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1528012006
Imam hate attack   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=exclusive%2D-imam-hate-attack%26method=full%26objectid=17933047%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
Imam rescued from Glasgow mosque attack   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2404960,00.html
Racist bullies have driven me off island   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=racist-bullies-have-driven-me-off-island%26method=full%26objectid=17929966%26siteid=66633-name_page.html


	Racism
News (continued)
'Bullied' girl ponders legal move    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/6047750.stm
Alison's double life    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/lo/features/7025058.html
9 bigots banned by Gers   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=9-bigots-banned-by-gers-%26method=full%26objectid=17930015%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
TOP



	New Publications
MEMO+ Having Your Say: The Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill

http://www.j-scot.org.uk/MEMO+/Having_Your_Say/MEMO+_Oct_2006_issue_1.doc 

Scottishness - Reflections on identity   

http://www.holyrood.com/nav/news/stories/story.asp?story=elec1009
Change within: The role of black and minority ethnic community organisations    

http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Change_within_vfinal.pdf
TOP



	Other News
Big expansion signalled for city's Islamic radio station   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1499622006
Bottom of their class    

http://society.guardian.co.uk/communities/story/0,,1891950,00.html
Law advice for ethnic groups   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1518302006
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
** Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/index.htm 
Stage 2 consideration of amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/education/or-06/ed06-2002.htm#Col3496 
** Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 
Stage 1evidence from the Scottish Executive
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/health/or-06/he06-2102.htm#Col3095 
Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/index.htm 
Stage 2 
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 1
Commissioner for Older People Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 
SPICe briefing

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-06/SB06-67.pdf  

Delegated Powers Memorandum

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/b71s2-introd-dpm.pdf 
** Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 
Stage2 consideration of amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice1/or-06/j106-3602.htm#Col3869 




	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
** Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill (Justice 2 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/index.htm 
Stage 2 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-stage2-ml3.pdf 

Stage 2 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/or-06/j206-2502.htm#Col2786 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-pm.pdf
Delegated Powers Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-dpm.pdf 

St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/41-stAndrew/index.htm 
Second Report at Stage 1

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/reports-06/ecr06-15.htm 

Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill

Bill    http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory notes   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-introd-en.pdf 

Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/index.htm 
Stage 2 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  




	Bills in Progress

Westminster (continued)
Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf
Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

** Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm
Report stage amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/112/amend/am112-f.htm 

TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Sites for Gypsies and Travellers (online discussion forum – no closing date)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1503228 

and 

http://forum.communities.gov.uk/forum/sites
Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Joint Equality Scheme 

(24 October 2006) 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/joint-equality/jes-draft.pdf 

** Prostitution (Public Places) (Scotland) Bill (27 October 2006)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/lg/inquiries/ppp/ProstitutionPublicPlacesScotlandBill-CallforEvidence.htm 
Further Education: Raising Skills, Improving Life Chances – the Implications for Race Equality (England) (27 October 2006)
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/downloadableDocs/FE%20Reform%20REIA%20Consultation%20Document.doc 

Response form   http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/downloadableDocs/FE%20REIA%20Consultation%20On_Line%20Response%20Form.doc 




	Consultations (continued)
The Higher Education Programme - Consultation for Race Equality Impact Assessment Purposes (England and Wales) (31 October 2006)

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDocument.cfm?consultationId=1416 

Call for evidence on the Protection for Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill 
(10 November 2006)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-06/ced06-005.htm
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Rolling Review

8 January 2007

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=a053326f-49a5-4858-a1f7-7dc84b38e613 
Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 

and

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration.html 
Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week

** this week!
Islam and Interfaith Relations

All evening lectures in Glasgow
16 October 2006       A Muslim View of Judaism / A Jewish View of Islam

30 October 2006       A Muslim View of Hinduism / A Hindu View of Islam

6 November 2006     A Muslim View of Buddhism / A Buddhist View of Islam

13 November 2006   A Muslim View of Christianity / A Christian View of Islam

For more information see http://www.religions.divinity.gla.ac.uk/Centre-Interfaith/geraldWeis.html or contact Perry Schmidt-Leukel  p.schmidt-leukel@arts.gla.ac.uk 

	


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Faithful Cities
3 November in Glasgow

Conference for faith leaders, policy makers, community development practitioners, social workers, youth workers, teachers to reflect in a multi disciplinary, multi faith group on the implications of the Faithful Cities Report for Scottish cities. For information contact Jenny Arnott 0131 650 7991 / J.Arnott@ed.ac.uk or see 

http://www.div.ed.ac.uk/content/1/c4/10/49/Faithful%20cities.pdf 

Meetings with Malcolm Chisholm Meeting MSP, Minister for Communities

6 November 2006 in Dumfries and Galloway (2.00 – 4.00)

15 January 2007 in Fife (1.00 – 3.00)

5 February 2007 in Dundee (1.30 – 3.30)
As part of the Scottish Executive commitment to the Race Equality agenda in Scotland and engagement with grassroot communities, the Minister of Communities, Malcolm Chisholm MSP, will be conducting, in partnership with the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), a series of consultations with Ethnic Minority Communities across Scotland. The aim is to consult directly with the local community groups and projects, ensuring their voices are heard, addressing issues of concern and needs. For information contact BEMIS adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk /  0141 548 80 47 

Tackling the Diversity Deficit in Scottish Politics
7 November 2006 in the Scottish Parliament (6.30 – 9.00)

CRE policy reception to discuss the under-representation of ethnic minorities in Scottish politics at all levels. Our forthcoming policy reception, Tackling the Diversity Deficit in Scottish Politics is intended to bring representatives from Scotland's political parties together with individuals who feel under-represented to debate the barriers to ethnic minority participation in Scottish politics. This is your opportunity to hear from politicians what they want to do to get you more involved in politics and for you to tell them about what's stopping you. For information contact Uschi Stickroth by 17th October 2006: 0131 524 2000 / ustickroth@cre.gov.uk / 

** Building Bridges Launch

9 November 2006 in Glasgow (10.00-1.00)

Launch of the new SCVO & GCVS Building Bridges Organisational Development Programme Find out more about free practical training for voluntary organisations that will help you take a step by step approach to implementing equalities and human rights practices in to your organisation. For information contact Mairi Whannel mairi.whannel@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Race, Religion and Culture

15 Novembr 2006 in Glasgow

Seminar looking at the impact of race, faith and culture and focusing on the needs and issues facing the various diverse religious groups across Scotland. For information contact info@meem.biz  / 0700 5 963 932




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Widening the Way in

17 November in Falkirk
Conference organised by the BME Linked Work & Training Programme and the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO)to share learning on how voluntary organisations can support people from excluded and disadvantaged communities to access training and educational opportunities from colleges and universities. For information contact  Cathie Rowell cathie.rowell@scvo.org.uk / 0141 225 8003 
CRE Race Convention 2006

27 and 28 November 2006 in London

This year the Commission for Racial Equality - established by the 1976 Race Relations Act to lead the fight against discrimination and to promote good race relations - celebrates its 30th anniversary. To mark the occasion, the CRE is convening an international race convention - the first of its kind in the UK. It will be a landmark event with high-profile speakers, up-to-the-minute debate, practical workshops, a host of cultural activities and fantastic networking opportunities. 

For information contact Laura Brownlee laura.brownlee@neilstewartassociates.co.uk / 

020 7324 4372 / or see  http://www.raceconvention2006.com/home.html
** Jewish and Scottish – the threads and the tartan

28 November 2006 in Edinburgh (5.30pm)

Lecture by Ephraim Borowski, Director of the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities. For information contact the Centre for Theology and Public Issues ctpi@ed.ac.uk / 0131 650 7991.
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 




	Useful Links (continued)
One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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